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Prayer Corner

Hear my prayer Alan Walsh

Greetings from the 'Prayer corner.' | first had the idea of a monthly prayer
group earlier in the year where anyone can come along as and when they
like during the hour long slot and offer up whatever prayers that are on
their hearts to God.

We meet on the last Saturday of the month at 2:00 in the Mary Magdalene
and St. George Chapel and are open to all as well as members of our
congregation. It is fairly relaxed and informal. The session opens with a
specific prayer invoking God to join us, hear our Prayers and guide us
through his Holy Spirit. After this | read aloud the Collect, or set Prayer, for
the day which is taken from the Daily Lectionary.

Then it is open to anyone to offer up their Prayers either aloud or just by
sitting quietly and Praying in their minds, as they wish. At the conclusion,
we gather around the Prayer tree, join hands and say together 'The Grace.'
We all have things we want or need to Pray for and this an opportunity to
push aside our concerns and leave our worries at the foot of the cross. In
recent months we have prayed for each other, for the health of certain
individuals both known and unknown to us, for the universal Church
amongst other requests.

Sadly, with the continuing troubles taking place in Countries such as Syria
and Iraq, the plight of our brother and sister refugees hasn't been far from
our minds and indeed continues to be so.

Let us therefore take a moment to think of all peoples who find themselves
in these situations and ask God Almighty to look after each of his children
as they are forced to try and find a better life in new and strange lands in
order to survive.

Amen.
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Rhyme and Reason 1 Hayley Painter

In the peace and quiet, take time to reflect.
A Time for Everything

3 There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens:

a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
atime to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.

IS

6

{Ecclesiastes 3 New International Version (NIV)}
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The Journey

In memory of Tysiek Foryszewski and family who, despite adversity,
never lost their faith.

1940. Wotczyn. Mid-Eastern Poland. The country was then under enemy
occupation. Tysiek was just 12 years old. The family were devout Roman
Catholic always with God uppermost in their thoughts.

Polish units crossed the border to join the Russian army which was very
undisciplined and farms were being raided at night, trucks loading
whatever they could lay their hands on. Armed gangs were formed calling
themselves the People’s Militia. They went to the school of the
Foryszewski children firing guns in the air, terrifying them and jumping on
desks shouting “Down with Poland. Down with God.”

On the 10™ February in the early hours of a bitter winter’s day, there was a
loud knock on the door and a Russian Red Army Officer flanked by armed
soldiers, broke into the house ordering everyone to get up and go into the
living room and sit on the floor. Pictures, photographs and even the
crucifix were taken down and smashed. Mid-day they were ordered to
collect all they would need as they had to leave the house, ostensibly for
their safety, they were given just 30 minutes. They were told to go to the
railway station 7km away where they found it crowded with families. That
day some 2 000 000 people were deported. They were herded onto cattle
trucks, Tysiek, his two brothers, mother and father. There was no room to
sit, little ventilation, no food or water. Someone could just reach out to get
snow to melt and drink.

Across the Russian border they stopped and collected boiling water from
the steam engine which must have tasted indescribable. They crossed the
frozen Artic Ocean by small coaches, deep snow all around them. Everyone
was in terror. When the coaches could go no further they transferred to

hooded, horse drawn sleighs. ni
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People began to suffer from frostbite and suddenly the woman in front of
the Foryszewski family screamed upon discovering her small daughter had
frozen to death. It took two months to arrive at their final destination in
Siberia, the nearest civilisation was 600 km away. They were taken to a
forest where men, women and children were set to work building “houses”
for the camp. They were given a “Norm” or set amount of work to be
completed in a day. Tokens for food were given upon completion. If you
did not complete then you starved. Children had to go to school where
they were made to learn Russian and were indoctrinated with Communist
ideology. The camp was guarded by KGB officers. Hard work and starvation
took their toll and many died, some committing suicide. Tyschiek’s father
became ill and he too eventually died, his brothers made to make his coffin
the best they could. The weather was minus 40°. People fought for the
scraps the guards threw to the dogs.

In London General Sikorski and the Polish Government in exile made a pact
with Stalin to form an army to aid Russia if the Polish people were released
from the camp. An amnesty was granted and the prisoners released but
had to find their own way to freedom. Their flight took X
them through Persia, Pakistan, Africa and then Europe.
Three members of the Foryszewski family died from
intolerance, indifference, injustice and inhumanity.

Audrey Robbins.

Footnote: Having researched present day existence of labour camps they
are still in force albeit under a different heading — all contravene Human
Rights.
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Rhyme and Reason 2 Shirleen Lawes
Rainbow of faith Poem

Your light becomes dark
Dark becomes pain
Pain becomes tears
Tears becomes rain
Rain turns to rivers
Rivers into seas

Slowly drifting off as you're seeking me.

| am your light
Your light is my light
So rest assured my friend- for your respite is in my hands.

Be still be calm

For now you hear me

For I've taken your pain
I've taken your tears

I've merged them together
In the palms of my hands

The dark has now gone
The light now shines on

For you to see clear

You're not alone now

Come walk with me now

Look up to the sky

Your smile says it all

As we both sit together and watch the Greatest Rainbow

P8
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Transpierced Words 1 3 E s
Look for the “words” inthe dues | 1 John 14 : 2%
123 4567 |1 Ecclesiastes 10 : 10
3 Revelatong 16 : 16
5 Leviticus 23 - 11
7 Ephesians 2 @1
1 |Br 4 = 7
3 | Genesis 15 : 10
4. |/Palm 19 : 120
€ | Psam 71 18
7 | Ezekiel 23 32
8 | Numbers 33 3
10 | Matthew 27
10 | 1 Chronicles )

Answers, and more quizzes, in the next issue of St John’s Gazette.

Transpierced Words 2 Row Clues
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The “words" are alluded toin the clues dohn i1 : 2
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Children’s Cornher

Make a Prayer Chatterbox Ann Harris

1. Take a sheet of A4 paper.

2. Cut to size. Simply fold the right hand bottom corner in to line up with
the top edge (and thus forming a square).

3. Trim excess paper and open up the square. This means the first step of
folding the paper is already done (you can see the one fold line).

4. Fold again in half, point tip to point tip (fold the diamond in half).

5. Take the first corner point and fold into the centre.

6. Do again with the second.

7. And third.

8. And fourth.

9. Turn over.

10. Again, bring the first point in the centre and fold.

11. Do with the second point.

12. And third.

13. And fourth.

14. Fold in half to help assist in opening the chatterbox.

15. Ease your fingers into the four openings and open out.

16. Ensure the middle flip-open sections stay inside.

17. Decorate. Write a prayer on each flap and use to support your daily
prayer routine.

Suggestions:

Thank you God

Tlove Our Lord

My family is wonderful
Help me to help others
Give me strength

Make me Yours ’
Tam Your child 4
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Events at S' Johns Joan Friend Rosie Parker

During 2015 some of the St John's parishioners have put on a number of
money-raising events; Here are some of them :

Mini-markets (once a month in February to October) raised £3 416.28
Summer Fayre (July) raised £1617.94

Winter Market (November) ...wiil give results next issue.

All monies raised go towards the running of the church.

We raise money for other causes too; the following charities received over
£1900 between them : Nepal Crisis, Donkey Sanctuary*, Children’s
Society, Christian Aid, Tsunami affected schoolchildren in the Indian village
or R. Pelam, Guide Dogs, Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund (Airplay), Water
Aid and BMS.

Note* : The congregation made donations to the sanctuary (Sutton
Coldfield) when, once again, they provided a donkey for our Palm Sunday
service.

Events are not all about raising money of course. For example we had our
annual Pilgrimage, this year to Oxford. There have also been visits to the
Coronation Street set and the National Memorial Arboretum.

As well as fund-raising and fellowship we have broadened our horizons in
worship and spiritual nurture too. We now offer a diversity of services in
church from the informal prayer group, through daily offices of morning
prayer, evening prayer and compline, to occasional healing services, songs
of praise and choral evensong. There are more opportunities to take part
in Bible studies and for those who find it more difficult to get out there is a
home-based prayer-circle.

We are a church whose members do not let the grass grow under their
feet (thanks to Michael and his team of gardeners). What next?

P Watch this space!
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Shaking hands

When we “share” our peace with everyone during a service | am sure you
have often asked yourself : “How many handshakes will | make and how
many handshakes will there be altogether?”

Well, this is how you work it out :
{agebraically} Let n be the number of people present.

Then each person will shake hands with (n-1) people.

That’s your first answer.

So there will be n lots of (n-1) handshakes taking place which makes n
times (n-1) altogether.

Nearly there : n x (n-1) will be twice as many than you should have; for
example, if you have 4 people (conveniently) named A, B, C and D you can
write out all the combinations in a table like this :-

AB BA CA DA
AC BC [¢:] DB
AD BD cb DC

...but, A shaking hands with B is the same as B shaking hands with Ql( /
N
If you cross out the duplicates, your table total is halved.

So the rule for number of handshakes is n x (n-1) + 2 i W

Using the example above (have you crossed out the duplicates?) :

Lady Chapel (morning Service) 12 people present; you will shake hands
with (12-1) people or 11 people and there will be (12 x 11) +2 or 66

handshakes.  [Get a move on, the service is running over!]
P12
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Beany Pies Children’s recipe - Serves 6 Electra

INGREDIENTS

12 thin slices of bread (small loaf)
Butter for spreading

20z Cheddar cheese

1 (50z) can baked beans

3 tomatoes cut in half

Set oven to gas mark 6 (400°F)

1. Remove crusts and spread quite thickly with butter.

2. Grate the cheese (be careful).

3. Press 6 of the slices of buttered bread, butter side down, into patty or
bun tins.

4. Open can of beans. Divide beans between bread.

5. Using a pastry cutter, cut remaining slices of bread into rounds; place
them butter side up.

6. Sprinkle the grated cheese on top of each pie.

7. Bake the pies towards the top of the oven for 15-20 minutes.

8. Place the tomatoes on top then put back in the oven for 5-10 minutes.

9. Remove pies; let them cool.

10. Enjoy!

wood
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Christmas Services:
Christmas Eve: Thursday 24" December
Spm: Carols by Candlelight
11.30pm: Midnight Mass
Christmas Day:
10.30am: Christmas Eucharist

Sunday 27" December: St John the Evangelist’s Day

10.30am: Festal Eucharist

Events throughout the year include the mini-markets which are usually
held on the first Saturday in the months February — June and August —
October. We also have a Summer Fayre in July and a Christmas Market in
November. These events raise money to help in the running of St John’s
and offers bargains galore for those who attend. See you there!

Joan Friend

Weekly Services:
Wednesday 9.30am Morning Prayer 10.00am Holy Eucharist
Friday 9.30am Morning Prayer 1.00pm Holy Eucharist
7.15pm  Compline followed by “Quiet Church”

Sunday  10.30am Sung Eucharist

All articles in this publication are the views of their writers
and are not necessarily the views of the Church.

All submissions are the property of the church, Back

Page




image1.jpeg
StJohn’s Church, Church Road, Perry Barr
Birmingham B42 2LB
Tel: 0121 356 7998
E-mail : vicar@st-johns-perry-barr.org.uk
Website : coming soon
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From The Vicarage

Welcome to our new parish magazine “St John’s Gazette”. It is in keeping
with many parishes who publish a regular magazine with news, views,
prayers and articles, and picks up from the previous St John’s Parish
Magazine, which ran for many years.

We hope to publish 5 editions during our first year, at key festivals in the
church’s year:

All Saints Tide, Christmastide, Lent, Eastertide, Trinity Tide and
Michaelmas.

Let us know what you think of the first edition, and pass on suggestions to
the editorial team for subsequent editions.

As we approach the season of remembrance, when we remember our
loved ones at our All Souls Service (commemoration of the faithful
departed) and also all those who have fallen in war and conflict over the
years, let us treasure those memories of those whom we have lost, and
recall with respect and honour those who paid the ultimate sacrifice in
war. We pray regularly for peace to reign throughout the world, for wars
to end and battles to cease. May those prayers continue, and may God
sustain all those who are afflicted by loss and conflict.

Let our two minutes’ silence be both a remembrance and honouring, and a
fervent prayer for the reign of peace.

Every blessing
Fr Barrie

Vicar
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Yours faithfully...
Dear Parishioner,

As children, my brother and | had a set of encyclopaedias which (we believed)
contained the answers to everything. We referred to them as 'The red books."
Many of the pages fascinated me, especially the images
and in particular, a drawing of the Roman god Janus. Janus
was the gatekeeper god of beginnings and transitions and
was depicted as having two faces, one looking to the
future and one to the past.

When November comes, | often think of Janus because
here we stand, looking forward and looking back.

We look back on All Saints' Day to remember the lives of the saints who have
excited us to holiness and on All Souls' Day, we remember the faithful
departed, the saints we ourselves have known, looking forward to taking our
place alongside them in heaven to sing God's praise forever.

Another picture captivated me, 'The Light of the World'
by William Holman Hunt, where we see Jesus preparing
to knock at an overgrown door. The door has no handle
and can only be opened from the other side by those
who hear him, making them gatekeepers for the Lord.
As Advent approaches we watch and wait for his coming,
preparing to open again our hearts to Jesus, welcoming
him in by revisiting his birth and remembering his
promise to return in clouds of glory.

How great is our God, for he is not only a God of
beginnings and transitions but the God who came and
dwelt amongst us: the God who promised to be always
with us: the God of all our days.

Yours faithfully,
Mandy Harris
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From the Wardens’ News Desk Michael Taylor & Rosie Parker

As Church Wardens we have many duties to perform to look after the well-
being of the structure of the church as well as its congregation.

We work alongside all members in doing various jobs because we believe
that the running of this (and any) church has to be a partnership, without
which many things would not run smoothly, leading to problems of
communication and misunderstanding.

We are also of course officers of the Bishop of Birmingham, to see that all
rules and regulations are kept both in cannon law and civil law, doing our
best to be effective whilst avoiding conflict which can arise when people
wish to do something which is outside of the normal practices of church.
Sometimes we have to make decisions which some people find hard to
understand and accept.

One of our other duties is to always help and support our vicar and to help
him to continue his work of fellowship, guidance and service preparation
which brings faith and spiritual well-being to the congregation,so that we
can all continue to grow in the presence of the Lord.

Notes from the “Bereavement & Friendship Group” Jackie Wheeler

Monday afternoons — meet from 1.30pm till 3.30pm

3 years ago the Bereavement & Friendship Group was set up, at St John’s
Church Hall, to help those struggling with grief and loneliness.

Many people have been given a life-line of support and encouragement
along the difficult journey of bereavement and isolation.

It has helped many people to form new friendships and continues into its

th
4" year. 3





 


 


 




     

